USS Skagit AKA 105
WestPac Cruise of 1967




“PORTS OF CALL”
IN THE
WESTERN PACIFIC

YELLOW SEA

.0 OKINAWA

o°
TAIWAN A A A A
.
HONG

KONG @ BATAN

PHILIPPINE SEA

SUBIC BAY
MANILA
CHU LAl AsuNDORO A
/
/ AANAN s




SAN A
Bt et )
A A r

o :
PEARL HARBOR
SAANA

A HAWANAN
ISLANDS




FEVER

I must go down to the sea again,

To the lonely sea and the sky.

And all I ask is a tall ship,

And a star to steer her by,

And the wheel's kick, and the wind’s song,
And the white sail’s shaking,

And a gray mist on the sea’s face,

And a gray dawn breaking.

I must go down to the sea again,

For the call of the running tide,

Is 2 wild call and a clear call,

That may not be denied.

And all T ask is a windy day

With the white clouds flying,

And the flung spray and the blown spume,
And the sea gulls crying.

I must go down to the seas again,
To the vagrant gypsy life.
To the gull’s way and the whale's way,
Where the wind’s like a whetted knife.
And all I ask is a merry yarn
From a laughing fellow.rover,
And a quiet sleep and a sweel dream
When the long trip’s over,
John Masefield




COMMANDING OFFICER
UNITED STATES SHIP SKAGIT (AKA 108}

Officars and Men of SKAGIT:

1¢ has been an honor and o pleaswre Lo seave with
you ab your Comanding Officen for the past twelve menths,
and ‘especiatly to have been a pant of the Skagit Tean durd
the entire WESTPAC deplogmint, We've cone a Long way fogethex
sdnce we £eft Tedd Shipyard v San Pedro, Catifonnda, fast
Februany 28¢h upon compledion of Skagit's majox oveshaut.
We've had wany mowents of excitonent and exuberance such as
the mosndng n June when we $teamed foa the fiast time dnto
DaNang, Véetnam, and the O Deconbex when we xeturned
2o San Diego.  We've alse shared a few sad accadiond; lppes-
most bedng the thagic Less of cwr close galend and shipmate,
BM1 Donafd Van Dyke--a thuly outstanding Navy man.

At e time duning our twelve months togethex have 1
felt angything but taemendous paide in Skagit and you, the
men who make hex tick, You alZ can be ucm'muy g::ud
of Skagct's pexgormance dundng the cauise which this boak
nepresents,  Each of you played a majox nofe in hex numerous
accompbishments.  The Amexican people and the Navy will
fonever be in your debt because of your achievements in
the Philippines duning Operation Schoolhouse Lift, and
f0r gour magnificent performances off the coast of Vietnan,
1 salute you and sau to akl of you: "Well Donel"

w. A. MACKEY
Captasn, U, S. Navy
Commanding 0fgécen




The memory of our departed shipmate,
fallen in the service of his country,
will be ever sacred in our  hearts.

The sacrifice which he made for hig

country’s cause-was in keeping with the

highest traditions of the Naval Service:

IN MEMORIUM
BM1 Donald J. Van DykKe, U. 5. Navy




Right: (Up to Down
Japan’s Panoramas include country-
side and bustling cities.

Japan's picturesque seaside is world
renown.

Boy's Day Festival, a time for enjoy-

ment recreation.

Below :
Traditional architecture is common.

place in Japan.







HISTORY OF USS SKAGIT

USS SKAGIT wus baile by North Caroling Ship-bailding Company, Wilmingron, Notth
Carolina zud converred for Navy vse by Bethlehern Stecl, Brooklyn, New York. SKAGIT was placed

in comumissinn on X May 1949 by hes fine ling officer, Ce ler H. Ry Purker. The sinp
was sponsored by Miss Heloive Pike anid named for Skagle County, Washington.
Alrer x shakedown erie to Masseilles, France, SKAGIT steamed to Japan i time to participare

In the fay der ¢ ies. The ship took part I the evecuation of the North China
ares snd in the Point Bareow Re-Supply Expedition in 1948, prior to heing deactivated in 1940,

Dunny the Korem conthict, SKAGIT then resctivared, helped evaiuate toops from Inchon and
participatad in 3 landing st enemy-held Kojo, North Korea. In 1954, the ship was on hand 10 eva-
uate Vigtnamese refugees from Haiphong, Nothern Prench Indo-Chisa it the famed “Passage 1
Freedom'™. Tn 1960, ¢ supply run was made to Pribilof Tsland in the Berityg Sea. nesting o 4 million
dollar cargo of seal skins.

In Febnury 1964, SKAGIT began 2 seven month tour of the Western Pucilic, pasticiparing n

several amphibious lnodings. A i these wore Opération: Back-Puck. beld in confunction with
Chinese Natioalists on Southern Tawan . Operation Ligzas, & SHATO excrcise i the: Philippines ;
and Operation OSDEX, an over-the-shoce discharge of cargo in South Kotes with the Sth Army and
the Republic of Kores Army,

The ship was remoyed foom rmaming - exercise Silverlance i Hawan i Fobrmary 1905 and
routed to Okinaws with miarines and their eyni s bolstes Vi perat] That s

SKAGIT was selecred “Best Small Mess™ in the entire Navy and awarded tho covetod Ney Awand,

SKAGIT leir the Unived States in Angust 1965 oo & ninesmonth tour of the Far Fast. parnici-
puting in Operation Double Fagle, ot Njgi, Sonth Vietnamn, This was the largos mmphibions
operarion since tlie landing ar Inchon, Kores.

Diuc for & yurd overhanl, SKAGIT entered Todd Shipyaed in Loy Angeles in Octobor, 1966,
After repuirs and modifications, shie snd ler crew underwent extensive trainmg off Coronado, Calt
fornia, before deploying again on 31 May 1967, 'Thix cruise, SRAGLTS 1 7eh journey o the Western
Pucitic, i represented by thus cruise book and the picrures and stories herein




Statisties :

SKAGIT is 159 feet loag, 63 feor wide, and has a draft of 26 feet. She can Cruise at 16 knots
for 10,000 miles without stopping.
Our Mission :

Strategicully load, transpore, and land assault oquipment with arendan: personnel, ammuni.

tion, and supplics on hostile beach-beads by means of our fourreen embarked landing craft.
The Boats :

Our eight 36-foot “Mike™ boats, cach designed to carry 34 tons of cargo or 120 combat-
equipped troops, are capable of cruising 130 miles ae 10 knots without refueling. There are also six
“Papa” boars sboard ; each 36-foor craft can carry 4 tons of cargo or 36 combut-exquipped Martines.
Our boats can all be launched in spproximarely 25 minutes.

The Holds :

The seven bolds of the ship can nccommodate over 6,000 tons of cargo. Loading is accompli-
shed by use of four 35-ton booms and ten S-ton booms. The entire cargo space can be loaded in
approximately 4 days.

The Guns:

The eight 40 mm guns are capable of throwing an armor-piercing projectile 5 1/2 miles ar a
rate of over 100 rounds per minute per gun.
The Crew :

The 23 officers and 270 enlisted men aboard come from every state in The Union, and are
highly trained in each of their occupations.  To sustein this large group ann to carry out our mis-
sion, we have our own luundry, hospital, bakery, barbershop, sods fountsin, variety store, and
lihrary. The ship is capable of cruising for over & month withour refueling or resupplying.




COMMANDING OFFICER

Caprain William A. Mackey was botn on 21
February 1924 in Tusculooss, Alashams. He was
graduated from Tuscaloosa High School and

attended the Cindel, in Charleston, S.C., prior 0

World War IL. Subsequenrtly, while stll on act

duty, he sttended Georgis Tech, in Atlanta, Geor-

gia, and Washington University, in Sr.  Louis,
Missouri, graduating from the larter with a B.S.
Degree

Enteriag the Navy in May 1042 24 an aviatihn

cadet, Captain Mackey received his Naval Avia
wings and was commissioned Eosign in June 1943
After completion of his flight trining in Corpus
- Christi, Texas, he joined the USS WAKE ISLAND
- """;-" in September 1945 as = fighter prlor with Squadron
prpe v d

VC-60, He went on to serve in aircraft carrier

squadrons aboard the USS BOGUE. USS MISSION BAY, USS GUADALCANAL. and on

Midway Ialund as 2 Gghtor pilc In 1948, Captain Mackey served a3 a Hlight instructor at

Pensacola, Florida, and was next sssigned as a pulot aboard the USS Essex from December

1950 to May 1932, During this time, be was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for

extraordinary schievement in serial Hight as o Hlight leader of for fighters, flying the FOH
Panther, during operations against enemy forces in Kores.,

In 1952, Captuin Mackey arrended Georgm Tech and then rthe Navy Line School ar
Monterey, Calitornia, in 1954,  He was pext assigned ¢ Communications Officer sboard the
USS MIDWAY and che USS LEXINGTON unal 1957, when be assumed commund of

ot VF-114d, aboard the 1ISS SHANGRI-LA. Next he reported to the Burezu of Naval

Scpue
Weapons Represenmtive’s office in St. Louis as FAH Weapon Syirem Project Officer.  Here, he
became ony of the Navy's first pilors to fly the Phantown 1 gircraft While seeving as Come
mander of Carrier Air Group Nine, he deployed with his group to the Western Pacific aboard
USS RANGER. He was nexe the Executive Officer of USS LEXINGTON until he joined the
F-111 peogram at General Dynamics Corporation, becoming one of the first ten Navy pilots
to fly the FO11 asterafr. He sssumed command of the USS SKAGIT on 10 December 1966

Air Medals, Presidential Unar

Capaun Mackey has rhe Dsnnguished Plying Cross, ic
Citation, Navy Unir Commendation, and Navy Letter of Commendation (Combar

caloosa. They have two

H 15 married to the formoer Sue Warren Jamison, wlso of
sons, W
Acad;

fm AL I 20, and Robert J. 19, who are presently midshipmen a¢ the U.S. Naval

, and o daughter, Sue Warren, 14, who is sow io the ninth grade.
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