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DEDICATION

To those special few
tho waited so anxiously
for our return






USS SKAGIT AKA-105

THE USS SKAGIT WAS BUILT BY THE NORTH CAROLINA SHIPELILDING COMPANY, WILMINGTON,
MORTH CAROLINA. AND WAS CONVERTED FOR USE BY THE U.S, NAVY BY THE BETHLEMEM STEEL GOM-
PANY S1IFYARD, SHOOKLYN , NEW YORK .,

AT 11,09 A4, ON MAY 2, 1945, THE SKAGIT WAS PLACED IN FULL COMMISSION WITH COMMAMDER
Mo R, PARKER, U, S. NAVY, ASSUMING COMMAND AS HER FIRST COMMANDING OFFICER, THE SKA~
GIT WAS SPONSORED BY MISE HELOISE PIKE OF SKAGIT COUNTY, TON, FOR THE SHiE
WAS NAMED .

AFTER A SHAKEDOWN CRUISE TO MARSEILLES, FRANCE, SHE SAILED TO JAPAM IN TIME TO PARTI-
CIPATE N THE JAPANESE SURRENDER CEREMONIES, THME SKAGIT THEN TOOK PART (N THE EVACUATION
OF THE NORTH CHINA AREA IN WHICH LANGE GUANTTTIES OF MILITARY EOUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL WERD
INVOLVED.,

DURING THE KOREAN CONFLICT . ‘THE SKAGIT AIBEO N THE EVACUATION OF TROOPS FROM INGHON AND
PARTICIPATED IN A DEMONSTHATION LANDING AT ENEMY-HELD KGJO, IN NORTH KOREA. IN ALGUST,
1954, THE SHIFWAS ON HAND TO EVAGUATE VIETNAMESE REFUGEES FROM HAIPHONG , NORTHERN FRENCH
INOO-CHINA, IN THE FAMOUS PASSAGE TO KREEDOM OFEMATION. INAUGUST, 1960, THE SHIF MADE
THE ANNUAL RESUPPLY RUN TO THE PRIBILOF ISLANDS IM THE SERING SEA, AND RETURNED WITH A FOUR=
MILLION DOLLAN GARGO OF SEAL SKINS,

SINCE HER COMMIBSIONING, THE SKAGIT MAS VISITED MAJOR FAR-EASTERN PORTS MANY TIMES,
SHEHAS PARTICIPATED (N A NUMBEER OF FULL SCALE BATTLE LANDING EXERCISES. AND HAS UNDERGONE
CONSTANT TRAINING TO INSURE COMPLETE BATTLE READINESS ,

THE SKAGIT IS ONE OF TWO ATTACK CARGO SHIPS IN AMPHIBIOUS SOUABRON FIVE, OPERATING

NDER, FORCES, U.S, PACIFIC FLEET. HEA HOME PORT {8 SAN DIEGCO, GALI—

FORNIA,
OUR MISSION - —

THE MISSION OF THE SKAGIT, ALONG WITH OTHER AKA'S, (S TO COMBAT LOAD, TRANSPORT AND
LAHD ASSAULT EQUIFMENT WITH ATTENGANT PERSONNEL, AMMUNITION AND  SUPPLIES ON HOSTILE
BEACHES Y MEANS OF EMUBARKED LANDING CRAFT,

THE WEAPONS — ~

THE PRIMARY OFFENSIVE WEAPONS OF THE SHIF ARE THE BOATS, THE SKAGIT NAS A FULL WAk=
TIME ALLOTMENT OF 24 HOATS WHICH ARE USED TO LAND TROOPS AND CARGO. SHIPS OF THIS CLASS
PLAYED AN l“w&"‘f PART IN THE WAR OF THE PACIFIC WITH ITS MANY LANDINGS ON JAPANESE-MELD
ISLANDS, CARRYING TONS OF NECESSARY EQUIPMENT TO THE BATTLE ANEAS ;

SMALL TOWN ~ —~

THE SKAGIT 15 CAPADLE OF OPENATING AT SEA FON OVER A MONTH WITHOUT WEFUELING O HE-
SUMPLYING, ON BOARD WE HAVE OUR OWN LAUNDRY, HOSPITAL, UAKERY, BARUER SHOP, SODA FOLN~
TAIN, VARIETY STORE, LIBRARY, CLOTHING STORE, PHMOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY . CARPENTER SHOP,
MACHINE SHOF AND ELECTRIC SHOP,






COMMANDING OFFICER
CAPTAIN CARROLL W. BRIGHAM.
USN

CAPTAIN CARROLL W, BRIGHAM, USH, COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE
SKAGIT. ASSUMED COMMAND ON OCTOBER 27. 1960, RELIEVING CAP—
TAIN S, I, PURDIE, USN,

A HATIVE CALIFORNIAN, CAFTAIN BRIGHAM GRADUATED FROM THE UNI—
VESSITYOF CALIFORNIAAT BERKELEY , CALIFORNIA, IN 1935, ME ENTERED
THE NAVY AS A GRADUATE OF THE NROTC PROGRAM FROM THAY UNIVER-
SITY,

DURING WORLD WAR 11, CAPTAIN HAIGHAM HAD CONTINUOUS SEA DUTY
INTHEATLANTIC IN COMMAND OF VARIOUS ASW TYPE SHIPS, DUNING THIS
TIME THE SHIFS UNUER MIS COMMAND WERE ASSIGNED TO ANTI-4Us—
OPERATIONS AS COASTAL AND OCEAN ESCORTS OF CONVOYS, LOCAL ESCOAT
FORCES IN THME NORTH AFHICAN INVASION 1N 1942, AND AS ASW TRAINING
sSMIPS

IN THE POST-WAR YEARS, CAFTAIN BERIGHAM SEAVED AS COMMANDING
OFFICEROF THE USS WILTSIE (00-716) BURING THE KOREAN WAR, AND
ON THE STAFFS OF COMMANDER WESTEHM SEA FRONTIER, COMMANDER
SEAVICE DIVISION THIRTY~ONE, AND COMMAKDER FIRST FLEET,

PRION TO ASSUMING COMMAND OF THE SKAGIT, GARTAIN BRIGHAM
SERVED AS COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE U,5, FLEET ASW SCHOOL, AT
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA ,






EXECUTIVE OFFICER
COMMANDER CLYDE SHAW. JR..
USNR

COMMANDER CLYDE SHAW, JR,, USNR, EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE
USS SKAGIT, REPOATED ON SOARD FOR DUTY ON AUGUST 30, 1859,

A NATIVE OF NORTH CAROLINA. COMMANDER SHAW GRACUATED FHOM
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTM CAROLINA (N 1638, JUST PRION TO PEARL
HARBOR, HE ENTERED THE NAVY IN SEFTEMEEN 1041 AND ATTENDED MID—
SHIPMEN SCHOOL. AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, UNTIL JANUARY 1042. WPON
COMPLETION THEREOF HE ATTUNDED POST GRADUATE SCHOOL AT THE U.S,
WAVAL ACADEMY FAOM FEBHUARY 1042 UNTIL JULY 19042, FROM 1942
UNTIL 1940, COMMANDER SHAW SERVED ON VARIOUS VESSELS . AMONG
THEM THE BATTLESHIP, USS SOUTH DAKOTA, AND THE DESTROYER
ESCORTS, USS WYFFELS AN THE USS POPE,

RELEASED FROM ACTIVE DUTY 1N JULY 1944, COMMANDER SIHAW RE—
TUBNED TO CIVILIAN LIFE UNTIL HE WAS RECALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY IN
SEFTEMBER 1950, HE SERVED AT THE U,S. NAVAL STATION, NEWPORT,
MHODE ISLAND, UNTIL DECEMBER 1952, AT WHICH TIME HE WAS TRANS—
FERRED 7O THE CRUISER, USS HELENA, WE SERVED (N THIS SHIP AS
MAVIGATON UNTIL OCTOHEN 1955 AND WAS THEN ORDEAED TO THE OFFIGE
OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS FOR BUTY (N THE OFFICE OF NAVAL
INTELLIGNECE. ME SEAVED IN THIS DUTY UNTIL BEING ORDERED TO THE
SKAGIT IN AUGUST 1959 AS EXECUTIVE OFFICER.



OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

THE BASIC FUNCTION OF THE OPLRATIONS DE-
PARTMENT IS TME COLLECTION, EVALUATION, AND
DISSEM INATION OF COMBAT , TACTICAL,, AND OPLRA~
TIONAL INFORMATION, THE HEAD OF THE OPERA-
TIONS DEPARTMENT IS THE OPLRATIONS OFFICEN .,

THE OPERATIONS OFFICKR HAS THREE PRINC IPAL
ASSISTANTS, THEY ARE THE COMMUNICATIONS OF -
FICER , THE COMEAT INFORMATION CENTER OFFICER,
AND THE ELECTRONICS MATEHIAL OFFICEN,

THE COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER MAS CHARGE OF
THE ATION P OF THE SHI1P COM~
POSED OF THE RADIOMEN, AND THE SIGNALMEN,
THESE MEN MAKE UP THEZ OC OIVISION,

THE RADIOMEN MAVE THE JOB OF MAINTAINING
CONTACT WITH OTHER SHIPS AND COMMANDS HOTH
WITHIN AND HEYOND VISUAL RANGE. TO HEMAIN IN
COMMUNICATION WITH OTHER TACTICAL UMITS ME~
QUIRES CONSTANT PRACTICE (N ORDER TO TURN OUT
SATISFACTOHY WESULTS, PRACTICE WAKLS PER~
FECT AND OUR RADIO GANG COMES ABOUT AS CLOSE
TO BEING PEAFECT AS A SHIP CAN GET,

THE SIGNALMEN , AS THE NAME IMPLIES, TAKE
CARE OF COMMUNICATIONS OF A VISUAL NATURE
OHLY, ALTHOUSH FLAGHOIST, SEMAPMORE, AND
FLASHING LIGHT ARE FAMILIARY TERMS TO EVERY -
ONE ON THE SHIF, THEHE ARE FEW WHO ARE ASLE

TO UNDERSTAND TMESE LANGUAGES WITH ANY PRO-
FICIENSY, DURING PERIODS OF RADIO SILENGE , THE
LOAD PLACED ON THE SIGNALMEN IS EXTREMELY
HEAVY, THE MEN IN THE STGRAL GANG HAVE TO BE
ON THEIR YOES TO DO TWEIR JOB EFFECTIVELY,
THEY SEEM TO ENJOV THE STRAIN AND ALWAYS COME
THROUGH WHEN THE CHIPS ARE BOWN,

THE COMEAY INFORMATION CENTER OFFICER HAS
CHARGE OF THE Of DIVISION, THE Of DIVISION IS
COMPOSED OF THE RADARMEN, THE RADARMEN
OPERATE THE RADAKRS AND MAINTAIN THE VARIOUS
PLOTE IN THE COMBAT INFORMATION CENTER IN
ORDEN TO COLLECT, KVALUATE, AND DISSEMINATE
COMUAT AND TACTICAL INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE ALl AND SURFACE SITUATIONS .

THE ELECTROMICS MATERIAL OF FITER HAS CHARGE
OF THE OF DIVISION COMPOSED OF THE ELECTROMIC'S
TECHNICIANS . TO TMEM FALLS THE JOB OF MAIN-
TAINING AND REPATHING ALL THE ELECTROMIG EQUIP—
MENT ABOARD SHIP,

IN ADGITION TO THE ASOVE RESPONSIBILITIES, THE
OPERAT IOMNS DEPARTMENT MAINTAINS THE REGIS~
TERED PUBLICATIONS ASSIGNED TO THE SHIF, PRO=
VIDES PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICES . MAINTAINS INTEL~
LIGENCE FILES, AND PERFORMS A MULTITUDE OF
OTHER FUNCTIONS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION,
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LIEUTENANT (J5)
OTTO W, KRATZENHERG
USNR
CIC-OFFICER
O\ DIVISION OFFICER

ENSIGN KENNETH P, HOVING
USKI

ASS'T COMMUNICATIONS OF FIGER

ASS'T OC DIVISION OFFICER

LA
s,
A3

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER
IRWIN W, SELIGMAN
usN
OPERATIONS OFFICER

LIEUTENANT (JG)
JAY N, NELSON
USKR
ELECTRONICS MATERIAL OFFICER
OFE DIVISION OFFICER

LIBUTENANT (30)
ROBERT M, ROTH
USNR
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
OC DIVISION OFFICER

ENSIGN LEON G, SAKKE
USHR
ASS'T ELECTRONICS MATERIAL OFFICER
ASS'T OF DIVISION OFFICEN
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OKE Division
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THOMAS L. JACKSON ETNS
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ROGENT W, SAILOR ETN3
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GERALD W. SHERIFF ET2 WALTER €. S30LUND ETN3
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ROUERT . VOGAN A0S
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NAVIGATION DEPARTMENT

THE HAVIGATION DEFARTMENT UNDER THE NAVI-
GATOR 1S RESPONSIHLE FOR THE SAFE NAVIGATION
AHDPILOTING OF THE SHIP, CONTRARY TO POPULAR
BELIEF, THE NAVIGATOR'S PLOT 1S NOT A MIXTURE
OF RAINWATER, WITGHCRAFT, AND HOPE, SUT, 1T
1S PRECISE INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY A SPECIALLY
TRAINED AND WELL EQUIPPED CREW WHO ARE APPL Y-
ING EVERY MEANS AVAILABLE, INCLUDING VISUAL
AIDSAND ALL OF THE POWERFUL TOOLS OF MODERN
ELECTRONICS , TO GUIDE THE SHIP SAFELY,

THENAVIGATOR IS IN CHARGE OF THE N DIVISION
COMPOSED OF THE QUARTERMASTERS OF THE SHIP,
TOTHEQUARTERMASTERS FALL THE TASK OF CHECK~
ING THE SHIP'S POSITION, MAINTAINING WEATHEWR
LOGS, KEEPING THE SHIP'S CHARTS UP TO DATE,
CARING FOR THE CHRONOMETERS AND COMPASSES |
AND CHECKING THE GYRO COMPASS ERROA., IN THE
QUARTERMASTER'S NOTEBOOK THE EVENTS WHICH
OCCUR DURING THE DAY ARE FAITHFULLY RECOADED,
FORMING A PERMANENT RECORD OF THE SHIP'S M5«
TORY, DURING SHIP EVOLUTIONS WHICH REQUIRE
PRECISE CONTROL OF THE SHIP, IT IS THE QUARTEHN-
MASTER WHO TAKES THE MELM,

THE NAVIGATOR ALSO ACTS AS CUSTODIAN OF
ALL NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT, AND, PLANS AND
DIRECTS THE TRAINING OF ALL DECK WATCH OF F ICERS ,
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LIEUTENANT MILTON E, KRUEGER , USNR
NAVIGATOR
K DIVISION OFFICER

e
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ELDON R, COURTNEY SN RONALD L, FRIEST OM3 DALE E. MALLETROM QM3

o

HENRY M, JOUNSON QMSN

MARVIN E, JONES SN
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