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MISSION OF THE USS SKAGIT

SKAGIT is one of two AKA in Amphibious Squadron FIVE
operating under COMMANDER, AMPHIBIOUS FORCES U.S.
PACIFIC FLEET. The mission of SKAGIT, alona with other AKA
is to combat load, transport and land assault equipment with
attendant personnel, ammunition ond supplies on hostile
beaches by means of embarked landing craft. These landing
craft are the primary weapon of SKAGIT and they stand ready
to land on any beach to fulfill their role in carrying out the
policies of the United States in support of our allies, in an
unceasing effort to preserve peace and the freewill of pecple

throughout the world . ..






CAPTAIN A, A. CLARK III, U.S. NAVY

Born: Apnil 8, 1917—Pasadena, California
Fresno State College

U.S. Naval Academy, Closs of 1941

CO, USS CARMICK (DMS-33) (EX-DD-495)
Flag Secretary COMSERVPAC

COffice of Chief of Noval Operations
COMINRON Nine

Home: Fresno, California

Calitornia Maritime Academy

CO, USS HOVEY (DMS-11) |(EX-DD-208) WW I
NROTC Sranford University—Instructor

CO, USS CUNNINGHAM (DD-752); Korean War
JUSMAG Greece

Office of Chief of Naval Operations

Married April 8, 1942 to former Miss Pavohi WODEHOUSE of Honoluly; three sons—20, 17, and
11. The oldest son is a codet at the United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y.

COMMANDING OFFICER



COMMANDER GORDON R. PHILLIPS, USNR

Commander Phillips reported on board from the U.S. Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Troining
Center, Omoho, Nebraska, where he served as Commanding Officer. Previously he had duty with
the SEVENTH FLEET as OinC, Task Unit 73.1.5 home-ported in Yokosuka, Japan. Commander
Phillips is also familiar with SIXTH FLEET operations, hoving served as Executive Officer in USS
CHLORIS (ARV-4) for two years,

During the Korean War he served as Executive Officer in the USS ELECTRON (AKS-27) and USS
HITICHITI (ATF-103). Both ships porticipated in the Wonson and Hungnam operations. Prior to
this he served in the USS PINE ISLAND (AV-12) as Ass’t. Operations Officer while the ship was
attached to the Formosa Patrol Force.

Attended General Motors Institute of Technology, Flint, Michigan, and received his Bachelor of
Science, Industrial Engineering from Michigan State College.

Commander Phillips was married Sept. 8, 1957 to the former Miss Shirley Brown of Wichita,
Kansas; they have two sons, Shields, age 3, ond Martin, 4 months born during this WestPac
Cruise.

EXECUTIVE OFFICER



AMPHIBIOUS FORCE SEVENTH FLEET

Recognizing the need for a permanently deployed Amphibious Com-
mand in the Western Pacific, the Chief of Naval Operations in the fall
of 1961 designated Amphibious Group One as Commander Amphib-
ious Force, U.S. SEVENTH FLEET. Later, the Squadrons were established
on a rotating basis. The staff is now home ported at Subic Bay, Luzon,
Republic of the Philippines. This force serves as a visible and significant
reminder that the United States stands ready fo honor its commit-
ments to SEATO and with all allies in the Far East. Operation LIGTAS
conducted in May and June of 1964 was a demonstration of the ability
of AMPHIBIOUS FORCE SEVENTH FLEET to carry out its commitments.

The force, with its normal composition including a versatile assembly
of ships, continues to fulfill its mission for movement of troops as re-
quired, and maintains its readiness to conduct amphibious operations
in any area throughout the Western Pacific. A portion of the ships are
kept “‘combat loaded'' ot all times, with troops and equipment ready
for immediate action whenever or wherever needed. In addition, the
experience and readiness of the force is continuously enhanced by
training exercises with our allies. All units are prepared and available
on call to carry out the traditions of “"Ready First.”

The Third Marine Division is the ground "muscle’” of the Fleet Marine
Force, Seventh Fleet. Located for the most part on Okinawa, the Third
Marine Division is the ground assault force that would be utilized by
Commander, Seventh Fleet, in any trouble spot in the Far East.

One Battalion Landing Tearn from the Division is embarked in ships of
the Amphibious Ready Force at all times. This often includes an LPH
lamphibious assault shipl with a Marine helicopter squadron, adding
a vertical assault capability to this ready force.

The primary mission of the First Marine Aircraft Wing, with Head-
quarters at lwakuni, Japan, is to provide close air support and transport
capabilities for the Third Marine Division, and to provide o variety of air
operations, as required, in support of the Seventh Fleet.

The USS SKAGIT (AKA-105) was attached to Amphibious Force, U.S.
SEVENTH FLEET from 6 February to 20 July 1964.
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